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35. The term fthe most serious crimes" must be read restrictively¥band appertain only to

crimes ofextreine graviiyl4involving intentional killing.14 Crimes not resulting directly and
intentionally in death,M8such as attempted murder,19 corruption arid other economic and
political crimes,13 armed robbery,15l piracy,. 132 abduction,133 drug154 and sexual offences,
although serious in nature™ can never serve as the basis, within the framework of article 6> for
the imposition of the death penalty. In the same vein, a limited degree of involvement or of
complicity in the commission ofeven the most serious crimes, such as providing the physical
means for the commission of murder, cannot justify the imposition of the death penalty.
States parlies are under an obligation to review their criminal laws so as to ensure that the
death penalty is not imposed for crimes that do not qualify as the most serious crimes.2% They
should also revoke death sentences issued for crimes not qualifying as the most serious crimes
and pursue the necessary legal procedures to resentence those convicted for such crimes.
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