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“Killing Is always wrong, whether it' s done by an individual or b
the state. Violence is the disease not the cure.”
— Shane Claiborne

* “The death penaty not ony takes away the life of the person
strapped to the table — it takes away a little bit of the humanity In
each of us.”

— Clint Smith

“We can never
entrust our governments with the right to think they have the
wisdom to be able to decide who should die.”

— Sister Helen Prejean
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35. b
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35. The term <"the most serious crimes”™ must be read restrictively¥ and appertain only to
crimes of extreme gravityMsinvolving intentional killing.147 Crimes not resulting directly and
intentionally in death,¥8such as attempted murder,corruption and other economic and
political crimes,armed robbery, Bl piracy,1® abduction,B5B3drugI4 and sexual offences,
although serious in nature, can never serve as the basis, within the framework of article 6, for
the imposition of the death penalty. In the same vein, a limited degree of involvement or of
complicity in the commission of even the most serious crimes, such as providing the physical
means for the commission of murder, cannot justify the imposition of the death penalty.
States parties are under an obligation to review their criminal laws so as to ensure that the
death penalty is not imposed for crimes that do not qualify as the most serious crimes.Xb They
should also revoke death sentences issued for crimes not qualifying as the most serious crimes
and pursue the necessary legal procedures to resentence those convicted for such crimes.
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