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European Commissionfor clarifications on the consistent

INR=F =P p B 476 SR EV- YN (PR T SNSE L =peiicationof the GDPR focusing on health research

Member State and/ or Union law is needed in order to stipulate a legal obligation (c) and/or a task | Adoptedon2February 2021
carried out in the public interest (e) under Article 6 GDPR andtostipulate reasons of substantial public

interest (g), reasons of public interest in the area of public health (i) and/or scientific research purposes
(j) under Article 9 GDPR. This implies that choices made in MS laws can have a considerable impact
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EDPB Document on response to the request from the
European Commission for clarifications on the consistent
application of the GDPR, focusing on health research

First of all, the EDPB points out that Article 89(1) GDPR requires additional safeguards to be in place in

all situations in which personal data are processed for scientific research purposes. It should also be

noted that meeting the requirement of additional safeguards when processing personal data for
scientific research purposes, as such, does not relieve the controller of such obligations under the

GDPR asto have alegal basis (Article 6) andan exem

(Article 9).




Q: GDPRAT703FZ B RIINY B ZEF B9 BaFI R Z 2

A:

GDPRESS1AEE 118 (b) IREFTE - FRITH8IIREAIMAE RN L MBI - ARG mERYG
BEEENAHEEZEN - BEXASE BRI ZBREMFTENZRES " Edl, /ZE
AEE (ARGl ERBRERAEIR/RIBEZEAEZRHB A =TT )

EDPB : R IR FEBIIRERIMRTE 1T 2 BRSNS NGES - IKMESS89KZ LRI
"RIEFRIEAHEE 4 HE - HIEEHEIREE

EDPB Document on response to the request from the
European Commission for clarifications on the consistent
application of the GDPR, focusing on health research

The EDPB also underlines thatin most of the provisions in the GDPR in which an exception to certain

requirements of the GDPR are foreseen in case of processing personal data for scientific research

purposes the_use of such exceptions is made conditional on havm in place additional safeuards as
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Clinical Practice Research Datalink

Clinical Practice Research Datalink (CPRD) is a real-world research service supporting
retrospective and prospective public health and clinical studies. CPRD is jointly sponsored by
the Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency and the National Institute for Health
and Care Research (NIHR), as part of the Department of Health and Social Care.

CPRD collects anonymised patient data from a network of GP practices across the UK. Primary
care data are linked to a range of other health related data to provide a longitudinal,
representative UK population health dataset. The data encompass 60 million patients, including
16 million currently registered patients.
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Collecting data from GP practices

¢ GP practices choose to share patient data (primary care data) with CPRD for public health
research purposes

* The Royal College of GPs and the British Medical Association are supportive of GP
practices sharing their data with CPRD

* No information that can identify a patient is ever sent to CPRD

« CPRD never receives any patient identifiers from a GP practice such as patient name,
address, NHS number, full date of birth or medical notes

» Because you can't be identified from data a GP practice sends to CPRD, the GP practice
doesn’t need to seek a patient’s consent to share data with CPRD

* The anonymised data CPRD receives includes clinical information such as diagnoses,
symptoms, prescriptions and laboratory tests

« Individual patients can opt-out of sharing their data for research. CPRD does not collect data
for these patients.




