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To protect the rights of aborigines, homemade shotguns used
by aborigines are legalized in the Firearm Control Act.
However, the type of weapons permitted is restricted to
muzzle loaders. Recently, many aborigines have made
breechloaders discharging steel bullets employing blank
cartridges. They were indicted for violating the Firearm
Control Act. Only some defendants are convicted as guilty.
And not guilty verdicts are reached for the rest. The
controversial verdicts of these criminal cases affected the
fundamental rights of aborigines. Thus, a thorough research
to solve this problem is required.

Literature review reveals that the aborigines have already
possessed firearms for hundreds of years. The aborigines
were allowed to make and possess of muzzle loader after the
Firearm Control Act had been enforced for a number of



years. However, many aborigines have made breechloaders to
discharge steel bullets employing blank cartridges. The
Ministry of Interior and the Courts have opposite opinions
on the legal status of these firearms The prosecutors
indicted these aborigines, but the Courts judged these
defendants not guilty. Thus the Ministry of Interior was
forced to amend the definition the aborigines’ homemade
guns

Actually the blank cartridges are dangerous while
discharging bullets. The aborigines’ homemade guns are not
proof tested, roughly constructed, and have no safety
devices. There are no firearms safety courses and tests for
aborigines. All these factors lead to many deadly accidents
while using aborigines’ homemade guns. Besides the muzzle
energy and penetrating power tests have proved that the
steel bullets fired from these guns are able to perforate
police bullet proof vests. Thus this issue is deeply
related to the safety of the whole society.

We suggest that the Executive Yuan shall order the
Commission of Indigenous Peoples and the M inistries of
Interior, Defense, and Economic Affairs to work together to
draft a better policy to deal with the aborigines®™ rights
of possession firearms. Firstly the manufacturing of
dangerous homemade guns shall be prohibited. The guns and
cartridges solely for the aborigines should be made by the
official arsenal to maintain the rights and safety of the
aborigines. This will also facilitate the control of
weapons and protect the safety of the society. The
compulsory firearms safety courses and tests should also be
provided to the aborigines to maintain the safety of the
public.

criminal law The Control Act of Firearms, Ammunitions and
Blades; forensic firearms examination; homemade shotguns;
muzz le loaders
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