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right to health freedoms
entitlements

the right to be free from
non-consensual medical treatment and
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experimentation
right to a
system of health protection that provides equality of
opportunity for people to enjoy the highest attainable
standard of hedlth
health care the
underlying determinants of health

International
Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights
(ICESCR) (d)

(d)

The stepsto be
taken by the States Parties to the present Covenant to
achieve the full redlization of this right shall include
those necessary for: ... (d) The creation of conditions
which would assure to all medical service and medical
attention in the event of sickness,

2000

General Comment  ?

the obligation to respect the
right to health

2 http://www.unhchr.ch/tbs/doc.nsf/(symbol)/E.C.12.2000.4.En.
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equal access

the obligation to
protect

equal access to health care and
health-related services
access to
health-related information and services
the obligation to fulfil

positive
measures
the guarantees of
non-discrimination and equal treatment
progressive realization
to move as expeditiously and effectively

as possible towards the full realization of the right to
health



32 2005 3 26-36
398 404 414 472
473 476 512 524 531 533 545 547
550 557 612 623 646 664 666 676
689 690 699
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