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our commitment to the observance of internationally recognized core
labour standards. The International Labour Organization (ILO) isthe
competent body to set and deal with these standards, and we affirm our
support for its work in promoting them. We believe that economic growth
and development fostered by increased trade and further trade
liberalization contribute to the promotion of these standards. We reject the
use of labour standards for protectionist purposes, and agree that the
comparative advantage of countries, particularly low-wage developing
countries, must in no way be put into question. In this regard, we note that
the WTO and ILO Secretariats will continue their existing collaboration.
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