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34. BMW of North America, Inc.

v. Gore
517 U.S. 559 1996

TXO Production Corp. V.
Alliance Resources Corp

The Due Process Clause of the Fourteenth Amendment prohibits a
State from imposing a "grossly excessive" punishment on a tortfeasor.
TXO Production Corp. v. Alliance Resources Corp., 509 U.S. 443,
454,125 L. Ed. 2d 366, 113 S. Ct. 2711 1933

1 2

Three guideposts, each of which indicates that BMW did not receive
adeguate notice of the magnitude of the sanction that Alabama might
impose for adhering to the nondisclosure policy adopted in 1983, lead
us to the conclusion that the 2 million award against BMW is
grossly excessive: the degree of reprehensibility of the nondisclosure
the disparity between the harm or potential harm suffered by Dr, Gore
and his punitive damages award and the difference between this
remedy and the civil penalties authorized or imposed in comparable
cases.
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