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The fact that a state law, passed to satisfy a public need, coincides with
the personal desires of the individuals most directly affected is certainly
an inadequate reason for us to say that a legislature has erroneously
appraised the public need.

We must consider the New Jersey statute in accordance with the
foregoing limitations imposed by the First Amendment. But we must
not strike that state statute down if it is within the state's constitutional
power even though it approaches the verge of that power.

we must be careful, in protecting the citizens of New Jersey
against state-established churches, to be sure that we do not
inadvertently prohibit New Jersey from extending its general State law
benefits to all its citizens without regard to their religious belief.
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That Amendment requires the state to be a neutral in its relations with
groups of religious believers and non-believers; it does not require the
state to be their adversary. State power is no more to be used so as to
handicap religions, than it isto favor them.

5.

The First Amendment has erected a wall between church and state.
That wall must be kept high and impregnable. We could not approve
the dlightest breach. New Jersey has not breached it here.
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