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24. Cox Broadcasting Corp. v.
Cohn

420 U.S. 469 1975

By placing the information in the public domain on official court
records, the State must be presumed to have concluded that the public
interest was thereby being served. Public records by their very nature
are of interest to those concerned with the administration of
government, and a public benefit is performed by the reporting of the
true contents of the records by the media. The freedom of the press to
publish that information appears to us to be of critical importance to
our type of government in which the citizenry is the final judge of the
proper conduct of public business. In preserving that form of
government the First and Fourteenth Amendments command nothing
less than that the States may not impose sanctions for the publication of
truthful information contained in official court records open to public
Inspection.***
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