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17. Bush v. Palm Beach County

Canvassing Board
531 U.S. 70 2000

Asagenerd rule, this Court defers to a state court's interpretation of a
state statute. But in the case of a law enacted by a state legidature
applicable not only to elections to state offices, but also to the selection
of Presidential electors, the legislature is not acting solely under the
authority given it by the people of the State, but by virtue of a direct
grant of authority made under Art. Il, 8 1, cl. 2, of the United States
Constitution.

safe harbor

If the state legislature has provided for final determination of contests
or controversies by alaw made prior to election day, that determination
shall be conclusive if made at least six days prior to said time of
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meeting of the electors a legidlative wish to take advantage of the
"safe harbor" would counsel against any construction of the Election
Code that Congress might deem to be a change in the law.

It is fundamental that state courts be left free and unfettered by usin
interpreting their state constitutions. But it is equally important that
ambiguous or obscure adjudications by state courts do not stand as
barriers to a determination by this Court of the validity under the
federal constitution of state action.
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