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3. Michael M. v. Sonoma County

Superior Court
450 U.S. 464 1981

This Court has consistently upheld statues where the gender
classification is not invidious, but rather reflects the fact that the sexes
are not similarly situated in certain circumstances.

We are satisfied not only that the prevention of illegitimate pregnancy
is at least one of the "purposes’ of the statute, but also that the State has
astrong interest in preventing such pregnancy

The risk of pregnancy itself constitutes a substantial deterrence to
young females. No similar natural sanctions deter males. A criminal
sanction imposed solely on males thus serves to roughly "equalize” the
deterrents on the sexes.
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