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27. Pate v. Robinson
383 U.S. 375 (1966)
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(The evidence raised a sufficient doubt as to respondent's competence
to stand trial so that respondent was deprived of due process of law
under the Fourteenth Amendment by the trial court's failure to afford
him a hearing on that issue.)
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(The conviction of a legally incompetent defendant violates due
process.)
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(In view of evidence raising a doubt on the competence issue, the

court was required to impanel a jury and conduct a sanity hearing
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and could not rely in lieu thereof on respondent's demeanor at trial
or on the stipulated medical testimony.)
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(In view of the difficulty of retrospectively determining the issue of an
accused's competence to stand trial (particularly where, as here, the
time lapse is over six years), a hearing limited to that issue will not
suffice; respondent must therefore be discharged unless the State gives

him a new trial within a reasonable time.)
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