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16. Zacchini v. Scripps-Howard Broadcasting

Co.
433 U.S.562 (1977)
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( The First and Fourteenth Amendment do not immunize the news media

when they broadcast a performer’s entire act without his consent. )
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( Plaintiff’s right of publicity was a right arising under Ohio law. It
is also clear that defendant’s claim of constitutional privilege to report
was sustained. The crucial question of whether defendant had a
privilege to film and televise plaintiff’s performance. )
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(To protect the right of publicity rests on more than a desire to
compensate the performer for the time and effort invested in his act;
the protection provides an economic incentive for him to make the
investment required to produce a performance of interest to the public.

The same consideration underlies the patent and copyright laws. The




FEBARSFEREZAREFE (v) 123

First and Fourteenth Amendments did not immunize the broadcast

company from liability for televising the performer’s entire act. )
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