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1. Califano, Secretary of Health, Education,

and Welfare v. Goldfarb
430 U.S. 199 (1977)
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( Under the Federal Old-Age, Survivors, and Disability Insurance
Benefits Program, survivors’ benefits are payable to the widow of a
husband covered under the Social Security Act regardless of the degree of
her dependency upon the deceased husband, but survivors’ benefits are
payable to the widower of a wife covered by the Act only if the widower
was receiving at least one-half of his support from the deceased wife. The
sex-based distinction of the program violated equal protection under the
due process clause of the Fifth Amendment since, as a result of the
distinction, female workers who were required to pay social security taxes
produced less protection for their spouses than was produced by men,

thus depriving women of protection for their families. )
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