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( The individual mandate, however, does not regulate existing
commercial activity. It instead compels individuals to become active
in commerce by purchasing a product, on the ground that their failure
to do so affects interstate commerce. Allowing Congress to justify
federal regulation by pointing to the effect of inaction on commerce
would bring countless decisions an individual could potentially make
within the scope of federal regulations, and------ empower Congress to
make those decisions for him. )
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( The Government asks use to read the mandate as ordering
individuals to buy insurance but rather as imposing a tax on those who
do not buy that product. The question is not whether that is the most
natural reading interpretation of the mandate, but only whether it is a
“fairly possible” one. )
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(Congress my offer the States grants and require the States to
comply with accompanying conditions, but the States must have a
genuine choice whether to accept the offer. The States are given no
such choice in this case: They must either accept a basic change in the
nature of Medicaid, or risk losing all Medicaid funding. )
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