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18. Prince v. Massachusetts

321 U.S. 158 (1944)
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( The rights of children to exercise their religion, and of parents to
give them religious training and to encourage them in the practice of
religious belief, as against preponderant sentiment and assertion of

state power Voicing it, have had recognition here. )
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( But the family itself is not beyond regulation in the public interest,
as against a claim of religious liberty. And neither rights of religion
nor rights of parenthood are beyond limitation. Acting to guard the
general interest in youth’s well being, the state as parens patriae may
restrict the parent’s control by requiring school attendance, regulating
or prohibiting the child’s labor, and in many other ways. Its authority
is not nullified merely because the parent grounds his claim to control
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the child’s course of conduct on religion or conscience. [T]he state
has a wide range of power for limiting parental freedom and authority
in things affecting the child’s welfare; and that this includes, to some
extent, matters of conscience and religious conviction. )
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