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16. Yu Cong Eng v. Trinidad

271 U.S. 500 (1926)
Rk B S
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Al3%2 kAR5 5 2co

( A majority of the Supreme Court held that, if the Act were
construed and enforced literally, it would probably be invalid, but,
by giving it an interpretation different from the usual meaning of the
words employed, it could stand. )
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( We fully concede that it is the duty of a court in considering the
validity of an act to give it such reasonable construction as can be
reached to bring it within the fundamental law. But it is very clear that
amendment may not be substituted for construction, and that a court
may not exercise legislative functions to save the law from conflict
with constitutional limitation. )
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( We can not give any other meaning to the Bookkeeping Act than
that which its plain language imports, making it a crime for any one




in the Philippine Islands engaged in business to keep his account
books in Chinese. This brings us to the question whether the law thus
construed to mean what it says is invalid. )
4. ARG EFRG Bty EFpALF- FY FYF
ErEE > a g WEER LT X2 -frﬁ,;?AFlj:i
o AR SR DAPEEER A BML R
(But we are clearly of opinion that it is not within the police power
of the Philippine Legislature, because it would be oppressive and
arbitrary, to prohibit all Chinese merchants from maintaining a set
of books in the Chinese language, and in the Chinese characters, and
thus prevent them from keeping advised of the status of their business
and directing its conduct. )

5. PARGRS ML FELFEFLZENE L PAFE L
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( As against the Chinese merchants of the Philippines, we think
the present law, which deprives them of something indispensable to
the carrying on of their business, and is obviously intended chiefly
to affect them as distinguished from the rest of the community, is a
denial to them of the equal protection of the laws. We hold the law in
question to be invalid. )

Bl & %9
Chinese Book-keeping Act ( # < 7z ;2 % ) ; language (3% 3 )
police power ( ¥ %4# ) ; liberty of action ( {7# p d ) : due process of
law ( & § 72 :—7&_}3} )5 equal protection of the laws (2 2. T & %) ;
the Philippine Autonomy Act ( 2% # p in % ) ; the Philippine bill of

rights (&% A g2 %) -
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the Philippine Legislature ) » 7=
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R N Ez«é—, ¥t RN 2 3‘ ﬁ:/\
B R # P45cF (the Fiscal) &

2 F (Prosecuting Attorney)

3 ﬁm i+ F (Collector of Internal
Revenue) PR S 351 S~ S

T oo
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(the Code of Civil Procedure of
the Philippine Islands ) % 516 i% >
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Supreme Court) ¥ 4~ % j* r:ojj&,
N fé‘% MRS ZL
£ F ¥ §¥ 1 (concurrent

jurisdiction in prohibition) » ¥
EER B F?‘D,T&in” FElx
AR AL E A (7R R
P v G p F 4 (original
jurisdiction) - =& ¥ & F & =
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#r % & o (Cadwallader-Gibson
Lumber Company v. Del Rosario,
26 Philippine Reports, 192. )
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