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500 U.S. 352 (1991)
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( The analysis set forth in Batson permits prompt rulings on

&

objections to peremptory challenges without substantial disruption
of the jury selection process. First, the defendant must make a
prima facie showing that the prosecutor has exercised peremptory
challenges on the basis of race. Second, if the requisite showing has
been made, the burden shifts to the prosecutor to articulate a race-
neutral explanation for striking the jurors in question. Finally, the trial
court must determine whether the defendant has carried his burden of
proving purposeful discrimination. )
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(A neutral explanation in the context of our analysis here means
an explanation based on something other than the race of the juror.
At this step of the inquiry, the issue is the facial validity of the
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prosecutor’s explanation. Unless a discriminatory intent is inherent in
the prosecutor’s explanation, the reason offered will be deemed race
neutral. )
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(In the case before us, we decline to overturn the state trial court’s
finding on the issue of discriminatory intent unless convinced that its
determination was clearly erroneous. It “would pervert the concept of
federalism” to conduct a more searching review of findings made in
state trial court than we conduct with respect to federal district court
findings. )
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( Our decision today does not imply that exclusion of bilinguals from
jury service is wise, or even that it is constitutional in all cases. )
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7 'Ed 212 % R A % # ) ; challenge for cause ( Ji& 32 d 2_ |3
- “,ﬁ% # ) ; race-neutral ( #& * ¢ * ) ; equal protection ( T %
%15 ) ;5 bilingual ( B 3 ) ; common language ( % i€ 3 % ) ; racial
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