R E B ARG LAESE (VD) 59

5. Texas v. Johnson

491 U.S. 397 (1989)
Bale B

M R B F

Johnson # "&£ 3 W W E {7 2 » 2 =4 EHmE s M
Johnson FLAERLFEHBIEL R 1 ’rﬁfﬁ'—)‘ﬁ I TR T T

AL FL2ZMB o g Eol 2R
R géwxﬁ’ﬁfa%iﬂT@éﬁéi P ATk
L FE i P oo B ET 2 5L IR -

(Johnson’s burning of the flag constituted expressive conduct,
permitting him to invoke the First Amendment. The State conceded
that the conduct was expressive. Occurring as it did at the end
of a demonstration coinciding with the Republican National
Convention, the expressive, overtly political nature of the conduct
was both intentional and overwhelmingly apparent. )
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( The Government may not prohibit the verbal or nonverbal
expression of an idea merely because society finds the idea offensive
or disagreeable, even where our flag is involved. Nor may a State
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foster its own view of the flag by prohibiting expressive conduct
relating to it, since the Government may not permit designated
symbols to be used to communicate a limited set of messages.
Moreover, this Court will not create an exception to these principles
protected by the First Amendment for the American flag alone. )
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