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4. Garcetti v. Ceballos

547 U.S. 410 (2006)
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( Without a significant degree of control over its employees’ words
and actions, a government employer would have little chance to
provide public services efficiently.----- Thus, a government entity
has broader discretion to restrict speech when it acts in its employer
role, but the restrictions it imposes must be directed at speech that
has some potential to affect its operations. On the other hand, a
citizen who works for the government is nonetheless still a citizen.
The First Amendment limits a public employer’s ability to leverage
the employment relationship to restrict, incidentally or intentionally,
the liberties employees enjoy in their capacities as private citizens.
------ . So long as employees are speaking as citizens about matters of
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public concern, they must face only those speech restrictions that are
necessary for their employers to operate efficiently and effectively. )
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( The First Amendment does not prohibit managerial discipline
based on an employee’s expressions made pursuant to official
responsibilities. +-«--- . The fact that his duties sometimes required
him to speak or write does not mean his supervisors were prohibited
from evaluating his performance. Restricting speech that owes its
existence to a public employee’s professional responsibilities does not
infringe any liberties the employee might have enjoyed as a private
citizen. It simply reflects the exercise of employer control over what
the employer itself has commissioned or created. )

public employee ( = #+ R ) ; government employer ( ¥ fr £ i ) ;

speak as a citizen on a matter of public concern (17 2> X £ & 4-4¢ 0 X
& AL% % ) 5 managerial discretion ( F 4 & ## ) ; public employee’s
professional responsibilities ( 4% [ & £ B ) -
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