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9. Sony v. Connectix

203 F.3d 596 (2000)

(the Copyright Act protects expression only, not ideas or the functional
aspects of a software program. We also recognized that, in the case of
computer programs, this idea/expression distinction poses "unique
problems’ because computer programs are "in essence, utilitarian
articles - articles that accomplish tasks. As such, they contain many
logical, structural, and visual display elements that are dictated by the
function to be performed, by considerations of efficiency, or by external
factors such as compatibility requirements and industry demands.” Thus,
the fair use doctrine preserves public access to the ideas and functional
elements embedded in copyrighted computer software programs. This
approach is consistent with the "'ultimate aim [of the Copyright Act], to
stimulate artistic creativity for the general public good.™)

fair use reverse engineering

Canby
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Cadence Design Systems v. Avant!

Corp., 125 F.3d 824, 826-27 (9th Cir.1997),

cert. denied, 523 U.S. 1118, 118 S.Ct. 1795, 140 L.Ed.2d 936 (1998)
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o Roev. Anderson, 134 F.3d 1400, 1402 n. 1 (9th Cir.1998) Saenzv. Roe, 526 U.S.

489, 119 S.Ct. 1518, 143 L.Ed.2d 689 (1999) SEC v. Interlink Data Network of L.A., Inc.,
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" Sega Enterprises Ltd. v. Accolade, Inc., 977 F.2d 1510 (9th Cir.1992)
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