70

13. Reno, Attorney General of the
United States, et al. v. American

Civil LibertiesUnion et al.
521 U.S. 844 (1997)

CDA
CDA
CDA

CDA

(The CDA lacks the precision that the First Amendment requires when
a statute regul ates the content of speech. Although the Government has
an interest in protecting children from potentially harmful materials, the
CDA pursues that interest by suppressing a large amount of speech that
adults have a constitutional right to send and receive. Its breadth is
wholly unprecedented. The CDA's burden on adult speech is
unacceptable if less restrictive alternatives would be at least as effective
in achieving the Act's legitimate purposes. The Government has not
proved otherwise. On the other hand, the District Court found that
currently available user based software suggests that a reasonably
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effective method by which parents can prevent their children from
accessing material which the parents believe is inappropriate will soon
be widely available.)
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