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57. Katz v. United States

389 U.S. 347 (1967)

(That government's activities in electronically listening to and
recording defendant's words spoken into telephone receiver in public
telephone booth violated the privacy upon which defendant justifiably
relied while using the telephone booth and thus constituted a "search
and seizure" within Fourth Amendment, and fact that electronic device
employed to achieve that end did not happen to penetrate the wall of
the booth could have no constitutional significance.)

(That the search and seizure, without prior judicia sanction and
attendant safeguards, did not comply with constitutional standards,
although, accepting account of government's actions as accurate,
magistrate could constitutionally have authorized with appropriate
safeguards the very limited search and seizure that government asserted
in fact took place and although it was apparent that agents had acted
with restraint.)
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protects people, not places.
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