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16. Board of Education of Independent
School District No. 92 of
Pottawatomie County v. Earls
536 U.S. 822 (2002)
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(Students who participate in competitive extracurricular activities
voluntarily subject themselves to many of the same intrusions on
their privacy as do athletes. This regulation of extracurricular
activities further diminishes the expectation of privacy among
schoolchildren. We therefore conclude that the students affected by
this Policy have a limited expectation of privacy.)
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(Given the minimally intrusive nature of the sample collection and
the limited uses to which the test results are put, we conclude that the

invasion of students' privacy is not significant.)
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(Finally, we find that testing students who participate in
extracurricular activities is a reasonably effective means of
addressing the School District's legitimate concerns in preventing,
deterring, and detecting drug use. Vernonia did not require the
school to test the group of students most likely to use drugs, but
rather considered the constitutionality of the program in the context
of the public school's custodial responsibilities. Evaluating the
Policy in this context, we conclude that the drug testing of
Tecumseh students who participate in extracurricular activities
effectively serves the School District's interest in protecting the
safety and health of its students.)
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