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(The Fourth Amendment did not require the DEA agent to obtain a
warrant before testing the white powder.)
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(The fact that employees of the private carrier independently opened
the package and made an examination that might have been
impermissible for a Government agent cannot render unreasonable
otherwise reasonable official conduct. Whether those employees'
invasions of respondents' package were accidental or deliberate or
were reasonable or unreasonable, they, because of their private
character, did not violate the Fourth Amendment. The additional
invasions of respondents' privacy by the DEA agent must be tested
by the degree to which they exceeded the scope of the private

search.)
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(The DEA agent's removal of the plastic bags from the tube and his
visual inspection of their contents enabled him to learn nothing that
had not previously been learned during the private search. It
infringed no legitimate expectation of privacy and hence was not a
"search" within the meaning of the Fourth Amendment. Although
the agent's assertion of dominion and control over the package and
its contents constituted a "seizure," the seizure was reasonable since
it was apparent that the tube and plastic bags contained contraband
and little else. In light of what the agent already knew about the
contents of the package, it was as if the contents were in plain view.
It is constitutionally reasonable for law enforcement officials to
seize "effects" that cannot support a justifiable expectation of
privacy without a warrant based on probable cause to believe they
contain contraband.)
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(The DEA agent's field test, although exceeding the scope of the

private search, was not an unlawful "search" or "seizure" within the

gh‘i

meaning of the Fourth Amendment. Governmental conduct that can
reveal whether a substance is cocaine, and no other arguably
"private" fact, compromises no legitimate privacy interest. The
destruction of the white powder during the course of the field test
was reasonable. The law enforcement interests justifying the
procedure were substantial, whereas, because only a trace amount of
material was involved and the property had already been lawfully
detained, the warrantless "seizure" could have only a de minimis
impact on any protected property interest. Under these
circumstances, the safeguards of a warrant would only minimally

advance Fourth Amendment interests.)
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